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570 Book Notices. 

A History of Western Tibet, one of the Unknown Empires. By 
Rev. A. H. Francke. London, S. W. Partridge & Co., 1907. 

Mr. Francke refers to his book as a popular history, thinking the time has not 
yet come for a "scientific history," since there yet remain, in the opinion of the 
author, many "historical records" which should first be consulted but which are 
difficult of access for Europeans. It is one of the merits of Mr. Francke's work 
to show the existence of a continuous narrative of Western Tibet from very early 
times, a fact which had been doubted by Sir Alexander Cunningham in his 
account of Ladakh. 

The author is connected with the Moravian missionary enterprises in the 
Tibetan region, apparently the most important of all in that particular section 
concerning which he writes. This fact in itself gives us assurance that he writes 
with knowledge. Mr. Thomas of the India Office, who has prepared a brief 
preface to the work, speaks enthusiastically of the author's pioneer researches 
into the dialects, customs, folk-lore, ethnology and archeology of Western Tibet 
and of his many published studies touching the neighbouring Dards. A some- 
what elaborate list of sources of information is given in the introductory chapter. 
Since the translation by Dr. Karl Marx of the Ladvags rgyal rabs, the "Book of 
the Kings of Ladakh," the author thinks himself safe in venturing on a popular 
history of the region. 

After a brief reference to the knowledge of the country possessed by early 
Greek and Roman writers, we are introduced to the tribes or races who have 
come in to occupy the land, with a particularly clear and readable account of the 
Mons, and the Dards — of their ancient and their present relations to the country. 
The former of these Aryan colonizers, who probably came up from northern 
India, are supposed to have introduced the Buddhist faith, founding villages and 
towns, and producing works of art which have hardly been excelled in western 
Tibet. The Dards, it is thought, were the more vigorous, conquering in time the 
former named tribes. Herein, the author finds, is the explanation for the fact 
that the Mons came to occupy a much lower place than that occupied by the 
Dards. 

Through a series of chapters, beginning with a consideration of the country's 
history as contained in Chinese records, from the middle of the seventh century, 
the author carries his narrative through the inauguration of the central Tibetan 
dynasty and its first kings beginning in the tenth century, through the time of 
the Balti wars of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and the great Mongol 
wars of the middle of the seventeenth century, to the fall of the western Tibetan 
Empire near the middle of the nineteenth century. In a concluding chapter 
which is called "a missionary's review" the author points to the opportunities of 
the Christian missions. He convincingly shows that Lamaism or Buddhism is 
not true to its professed doctrines of peace; "Buddhism would never have spread 
over the greater part of Asia if it had insisted on a strict observance of its 
doctrines." It has not left the morals and the customs of the people in an im- 
proved condition. While Buddhism may not be held responsible for much that 
is degrading in the life of the people who have accepted it in this country, as the 
existence of polyandry, it does not seek to uplift. There is hope for Christianity 
in the country, he finds, in the fact that both Mohammedans and Buddhists are 
weakened by being brought into contact with each other. 

The book contains about twenty-five well-selected illustrations with four maps 
of the region. E. L. S. 



